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the red glass 
(in memory of my grandmother, 1888 .. 1985) 
PAT BRIDGES 
Its heavy hollow bottom was bigger around 
than my hand could stretch 
when Gramma gave me this glass. 
I nursed sweet potatoes in it then, 
watched a hundred vegetable hands 
weave a glory over its thick red rim. 
Now, when those fingers fall 
across t:nY sill, there 
will be my history. 
And in the tattooed veins of a sweet potato plant 
I'll read about dying, 
a dying whose face is as large as light. 
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